
You should spend about 40 minutes on this task. 

Write about the following topic. 

Reading books keeps a person’s mind active, whereas watching films and television is 

passive and does not require a person to use their imagination.  

To what extent do you agree or disagree with this statement?  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

It is widely believed that reading books stimulate a person's imagination and improve their 

language, while watching movies are (1) is merely a passive process. I completely agree with this 

statement. This essay will further elaborate the reasons behind my belief.  

 

(1) It's important to note that this auxiliary verb refers to the entire phrase "watching 

movies," which is a full single notion, rather than the plural noun movies. Therefore, you 

ought to use is rather than are. 

 

Comment: You are aware that an introduction paragraph creates the examiner’s 

first impression. Therefore, in a task 2 writing, a smart introduction is crucial to receive a good 

band.  

Remember, an examiner anticipates that you will address these three points in the 

introductory paragraph: 

 

1) Paraphrase the question statement. It lets the examiner know that you 

comprehended the question. 

 

2) Provide a clear and brief response to the question. This makes the job of the 

examiner a lot easier because he/she already knows your clear position. 

 

3) State the key discussion points. In other words, mention the main points that you 

will use to illustrate your position throughout the essay. 

 

The examiner receives a comprehensive overview of the essay if your opening paragraph 

addresses these three points. In fact, you have covered these areas means the examiner is 

now aware that (1) you have grasped the question, (2) this is your response or viewpoint, and 

(3) you will utilize these points to explain your position in the essay. 



 

Look at your opening paragraph again; you paraphrased the question and gave your opinion, but 

you did not state the main discussion points. This indicates that even after reading the opening 

section, the examiner is still unfamiliar with the key discussion points that you are going to 

develop in the essay. 

 

Well, your introduction is written also fine, I'm simply adding a few additional suggestions to 

bring it up to band 9 level. 

 

So, the introduction could be as follows: 

“It is generally accepted that reading books encourages people to use their creativity and 

broadens their knowledge, but watching movies just requires temporary focus. I wholeheartedly 

concur with this remark since reading a book enhances one's ability to imagine, but watching 

television or a movie prevents one from thinking beyond the images or videos being shown.” 

 

Notice the above introduction, delineated with colors. Check how I have paraphrased the question 

statement in the first sentence, and answered the question briefly in the second sentence where I 

have also included couple of key points that are going to be developed in the essay. 

 

 

Reading is the best mode of nurturing the power of imagination. Books usually lack pictures 

(visual illustrations is a better language,) hence, a person reading a novel will usually tend to 

picture things in his or her head, like how the characters look like and what they are wearing. In 

contrast (2) when watching TV and films, all of those specifications are given, so there is no room 

for imagination. For instance, a survey conducted in one city found that most parents prefer that 

their children read books rather than watch TV as they have experienced the effect of both on 

their brains.  

 

(2) When an introductory phrase, such as in addition, as a consequence, additionally, on 

the other hand, furthermore, although, etc., is used, a comma should come after it. 

 

Comment: This paragraph appears to draw comparisons between watching TV and reading 

books. Examiners do not anticipate this. Instead of listing the same old benefits and drawbacks, 

you need to have concentrated on the logical argument in favor of your position. Notice how I 

have done so in the sample response. 

 



Furthermore, reading is the best way to learn a certain language. By learning new vocabulary and 

memorizing spelling and words, a person's mind is active. (3) Unlike watching television where 

words are only heard and might pass by without even noticing them. People lose concentration 

hours of reading, but not they might not experience the same feelings after watching television, 

indicating that the brain is active and consumes energy when reading. For example, a study show 

(3) shows that brainwave activity during reading and watching films and concluded that the brain 

is most active during the former activity. 

 

(3) You could explain the topic sentence in a better way, for instance, by reading a book 

written in a target language, people can immerse themselves into a new culture and 

environment that helps them to hone their language skill. 

 

(4) The verb must also be singular because the referred word "study" is a single noun. You 

can say a study shows. 

 

 

To sum up, reading provokes brain activity and results in imagination and for that reason, I 

strongly believe that reading activates a person's mind. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



A Band 9 Sample Response 

It is generally accepted that reading books encourages people to use their creativity and 

broadens their knowledge, but watching movies just requires temporary focus. I wholeheartedly 

concur with this remark since reading a book enhances one's ability to imagine, but watching 

television or a movie prevents one from thinking beyond the images or videos being shown. 

 

Reading is the best mode of nurturing the power of imagination. People have a tendency to 

picture the locations and the characters in a tale as they read it. Their imaginations expand in line 

with how much more they immerse themselves in the tale. For instance, the majority of Harry 

Potter fans who read the books voraciously felt incredibly let down when they saw the films since 

their imaginations' depictions of the stories were richer and more detailed than those of the 

movies. This is how books keep people's minds sharper and more creative for creating new ideas. 

 

A book also guides us via genuine information and fictitious experience, unlike television or 

movies just provide fleeting enjoyment or feelings. It would be incomplete to provide this 

contrast without Groucho Marx's quote, "I believe television to be highly educational. "Every time 

somebody turns on the set, I go into the other room and read a book." In addition, studies reveal 

that people experience fatigue after reading for a long time, but not after watching television, 

suggesting that reading stimulates greater brain activity than watching television. 

 

In conclusion, reading stimulates brain activity and leads to the development of a strong 

imagination, but watching TV or a movie can only temporarily evoke an emotion because 

everything is established according to the director's wishes or the plot. 

 

 

 

 

 



Score & Comment 
Task Achievement – Band 6  

The concepts need to be explained further, specially, the first body paragraph is not developed 

enough.  

 

Before writing the essay, make sure to have a plan. You may achieve this by employing our 

proven effective method shown below: 

1) Analyse the question statement. Try to understand what exactly you are asked to do 

2) Select one or two points that you want to explain in the essay 

3) Generate ideas on those points 

4) Check the keywords in the question statement and make a list of possible alternative 

words, phrases, languages, and expressions. If you can accomplish this, you won't have to 

stop writing in the midst of a sentence to find vocabulary. 

5) Pick an appropriate example to include in your essay. Keep in mind that the example 

need not be real-world. You might speak about something that happened to you, 

something that happened to someone else, or even something that you made up. The 

examiner is never going to justify the authenticity of the example, because this is a 

language test. 

 

You can complete all of these tasks in roughly 10 minutes, and you still have 30 minutes to 

complete the essay. The key is that you are only required to write a minimum of 250 words. If 

you have a well-developed plan, you can easily write 9 words per minute, bringing roughly 270 

words. So, please do not rush to start writing. You have enough time, all you need is master the 

calmness and develop a good plan at first, then keep writing smoothly. 

 

[Please be aware that writing anything outside the margin is perfectly acceptable while taking an 

exam on paper. For a computer-delivered test, you will be provided with a piece of paper and a 

pencil to complete the roughwork.] 

 

 

Coherence and Cohesion – Band 8 

Your discussion progressed logically and tried to establish your support for the incredible benefits 

of reading books, rather than watching TV or films. Good work, I appreciate it.  

 

 

 

 



Vocabulary – Band 6 

It's not a good idea to use the same terminology too frequently in the same sentence. 

Additionally, you ought to attempt using some more appropriate alternative languages. Take note 

of the linguistic edits I have made in the second body paragraph. You can check this link for tons 

of relevant alternative languages https://www.powerthesaurus.org/protection/synonyms  

 

Grammar – Band 6 

You struggled with proper use of prepositions and subject-verb agreements. Moreover, your 

long sentences could be better. Spend some time in the Clause chapter, it will help you to shape 

well complex and compound sentences. You can use the grammar book that we emailed you. 

That is a very good practical grammar book for your self-study reference. Also, you may check 

this link for constructing alternative complex sentences: https://www.ieltsluminary.com/complex-

sentence     

Overall Score: 6.5 

Assessed by: ieltsluminary.com 
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